
PRESTON UNDER SCAR PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 20th September 2016 

Present:  Councillors J. Jowett (Chairman); A. Hacket Pain; C. Fletcher; D. Brooks

Also in attendance were District Councillor John Amsden, PCSO D. Watson and one other member 
of the public

1. Apologies:  received from Councillor D. Amsden; and Parish Clerk L. Blanchard.

2. Minutes of the meeting of the 16th August 2016.  These were confirmed as an accurate 
record of the meeting and signed by the chairman

3. Declaration of Councillors’ interests in items on the agenda: No interests were declared.

4. Clerk’s Report and matters arising since the last meeting:  The Clerk’s report had been 
circulated prior to the meeting and was taken as read.  The Council agreed to defer consideration 
of the question dealing with the precept, and Councillor Brooks offered to look in to the broadband 
question.

The Chairman welcomed PCSO Don Watson to the meeting and invited him to speak.  PCSO 
Watson offered the following comments:

North Yorkshire is one of the safest counties in the country but there is still a low level criminal 
activity.  Thefts tend to target quad bikes, Land Rovers, and high value cars.  There are also cases 
of sheep rustling.

Operation Anvil has been concentrating on speeding, particularly of motor cycles.  The Police use 
officers by the side of the road with mobile equipment as well as stationary vans to identify 
speeding vehicles.

Summer drink driving campaign will end but be rolled over into the Christmas drink driving 
campaign.  A key issue is to make people aware that high alcohol levels persist through the 
morning after a “good night out.”

The Police are making spot checks around the area and in public car parks.  They use the 
opportunity to give advice on for example, the risks of leaving valuables in cars and the risks when 
walking with dogs in a field with cows.

Door Step sellers can be a problem; beware and do not necessarily believe any badges they are 
wearing.  If in doubt contact the police on Tel. 101.

Drugs are a small problem in the area.

PCSO Watson asked that the Council send him copies of our meeting minutes, dates and 
agendas.

The Chairman thanked PCSO Watson for his valuable contribution. 
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5. Finance:  The financial position of the Parish Council as set out in the meeting papers was 
noted.

Resolved: the following items were approved for payment and cheques signed:

Donation to Citizen’s Advice Bureau:  £30.00,
Monthly contribution to Clerk for broadband facilities and telephone package: £5.50
Clerk’s Salary

6. Village Map:  The Council supported the suggestion of publishing an up to date copy of the 
“Colin Day map” in a prominent position in the village.   John Green offered to explore the 
possibility of placing a large, laminated copy in the telephone booth.  The Council gratefully 
accepted his offer.

7. Stanney bulb planting and replacement tree for the village green:   The Council had taken 
advice on these matters from YLCA.  It was agree that planting on the Stanney was not 
problematic, however, any decision to plant on the village green required more information.  The 
Council offers to provide a grant towards the planting on the Stanney and suggested that if more 
money was needed it should be raised through donations from residents.  The Council emphasised 
that only native species should be planted on the Stanney and that donations in kind should not be 
encouraged.

Resolved: The Parish Council supports the proposal to plant native species of bulbs and 
plants on the Stanney and is prepared to contribute £50.00 towards the costs.

A small team of residents will be asked to co-ordinate this work.

The Council deferred any further consideration of a tree on the village tree until they had taken 
expert horticultural advice.

8. Planning:  The PC is drafting a formal response to RDC regarding the proposed East 
End Development planning application.  The response will object to the development on 
the basis that the development would have significant adverse impacts on the village and 
provide no benefits.  The letter will be sent before the 29th September deadline and will be 
posted on the Parish Council Web site, the village notice board and emailed to village 
residents.  The Council encouraged as many resident as possible to make their views on 
the development known to RDC.

District Councillor John Amsden informed the meeting that he had met with the planners and 
advised them that he wished the application to be put to the Planning Committee, not dealt with 
under delegated powers.

9. Suggestions for agenda items for next meeting:  September Quarterly Financial Report.  
Councillor Brooks suggested that it would be helpful if all papers for meetings were available a 
week before the meeting.

Date and time of next meeting:  7.00pm in the Village Hall on Tuesday 18th October 2016
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