
Clerk’s Report June 2016. 
 
Highways update 
Since the May meeting I have been contacted by Highways regarding two of the recent problems which I 
have reported to them. Their responses are as follows: 
 
1. The pothole outside The Reading Rooms, I requested Highways to revisit and fill the pot hole fully.  
‘The highways officer has attended site and confirmed that the repair is satisfactory and is not beyond 
intervention levels.’ 
 
2. Water running from the highway through the cemetery gates, email received from Steve Mason. 
‘I have been to look at this, and I cannot seem to see the problem. Do you have any further information 
or perhaps some photographs etc? Ideally I would like to be there when we are having heavy rain. We 
have just had a severe weather forecast for tomorrow afternoon, that may be the ideal opportunity to 
appraise the problem, I will keep you informed.’ 
 
Since receiving the reply regarding the water running from the highway into the cemetery I have replied. 
I have explained the severity of the problem and how we would very much appreciate it if he could 
attend the site during heavy rainfall to witness the problem for himself. I explained how the rubber 
matting was almost ineffective due to the amount of silt that has been washed off the highway onto the 
matting, through the gates. I have also taken photos during rainfall and emailed them to Steve to try and 
highlight where the water is running down from the highway to the cemetery. I will keep everyone 
informed as and when I receive anything further. 
 
Pest Control 
I have recently been working with the RDC to help and eradicate pests around the village. The pest 
control department at RDC have highlighted how bird feeders in gardens are very likely to be attracting 
pests, especially rats. RDC would advise not to use the vertical hanging devices to feed the birds as the 
seeds fall from the containers onto the floor which is then a safe haven for rats to consume the seeds.  
 
Telephone Box  
Following a discussion about the telephone box at the May 2016 meeting, I have since discovered that 
the telephone is currently not working in the phone box. There is no dial tone and nothing is displayed 
on the screen when the handset is lifted. I have reported the problem to BT who will be repairing the 
telephone asap. 
 
Headstone re-erecting 
Further to the quarterly cemetery report which was presented at the May PC meeting I have contacted 
Pickards, the monumental stone masons at Aysgarth. I have requested Pickards to provide a cost for the 
re-erecting of a headstone in the cemetery. Several headstones have recently been laid down due to 
them being unstable and potentially unsafe. 
 
Would councillors consider putting the headstone re-erecting as an item on the July agenda? 
 
Website update 
Since the May PC meeting I have been working with the website developers and we now have a draft 
website in situ. The site is very much work in progress but I hope to have a link available to councillors 
allowing them to consider the site by the July PC meeting. 


